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Ian Cox of Bannatyne's and East Anglia's Suzanne Scarlett are the 2010 Norfolk Squash Champions. 

Cox, who had been a perennial semi-finalist without ever having previously reached the final, defeated the 2005 champion, Matthew Bolt of Barnham Broom 9-4 7-9 9-5 9-4 in his final at Lime Tree Road while Scarlett the defending ladies champion, beat her East Anglia clubmate, Sophie Croft 9-0 9-0 9-2. 

Having at last reached a final Cox was in no mood to let his title chance pass him by. He worked the rallies well, keeping the ball to a good length and playing important drop shots at the right time. 

After a cagey opening Bolt opened up 4-1 lead in the first game only for Cox to put together a series of winning shots and take the game 9-4. Bolt took the second game 9-7 but it was becoming obvious that some of the long rallies were taking their toll. As fitness started to play a part, Cox stormed into an 8-1 lead in the third game and, after a brief Bolt rally, took the game 9-5 before clinching the championship in style with a thunderous overhead backhand volley into the 'nick' to take the fourth 9-4 and the match 3-1.

In the semi-finals Bolt beat defending champion and No 1 seed Jamie Goodrich of Potters 3-2 while Cox won in straight games against Tim Allenden of Barnham Broom, who in turn had an excellent quarter-final victory over last year's beaten finalist and No.2 seed, Dave Gouldby of East Anglia.

John Cordeaux, who was Norfolk champion seven times between 1978 and 1988, completed a hat-trick of veterans' titles as he beat the 2002 champion Simon Cullum 9-3 9-0 9-3.

The closest final of the evening was the vintage event for Over-55s where John Paling of Watton regained his title from last year's winner Brian Hawkes of East Anglia, winning 9-7 7-9 5-9 9-2 9-1.

Martin Pearse (North Norfolk) retained his Over-60s title, beating East Anglia's Nigel Reeve 9-4 9-2 9-6. The 'B' event for Division Two players was won by Steve Moxey of Broadland, who beat the promising Diss youngster Jack Bell 10-9 9-10 9-2 9-0 while the Under-23 event was won by Sam Hales of Barnham Broom, who beat Alex Williams of East Anglia 9-4 9-0 9-0. 

List of Winners





Winner



Runner Up
Mens ‘A’ 


Ian Cox


Matthew Bolt


Mens ‘B’


Steve Moxey


Jack Bell

Ladies



Suzanne Scarlett

Sophie Croft

Veterans 045


John Cordeaux

Simon Cullum

Vintage 055


John Paling


Brian Hawkes

O60



Martin Pearse


Nigel Reeve
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